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ess, and her woman, my Lord Ossory,1 and a Doctor, to make oath before most of the Judges of the kingdom, concerning all the circumstances of their marriage.    And in fine, it is confessed that they were not fully married till about a month or two before she was brought to bed; but that they were contracted long before, and time enough for the child to be legitimate.2    But I do not hear that it was put to the Judges to determine whether it was so or no.   To rny Lord and there spoke to him about his opinion of the Light, the sea-mark that Captain Murford is about, and do offer me 'an eighth part to concern myself with it, and my Lord do give me some encouragement in it, and I shall go on.   I dined here with Mr. Shepley and Howe.    After dinner to Whitehall Chappell with Mr. Child, and there did hear Captain Cooke and his boy make a trial of an Anthem against to-morrow, which was brave musique.    Then by water to Whitefriars to the Play-house, and there saw "The Changeling," 8 the first time it hath been acted these twenty years, and it takes exceedingly.    Besides, I see the gallants do begin to be tyred with the vanity and pride of the theatre actors who are indeed grown very proud and rich.   Then by link home, and there to my book awhile and to bed.   I met to-day with Mr. Townsend, who tells me that the old man is yet alive in whose place in the Wardrobe he hopes to get my father, which I do resolve to put for.    I also met with the Comptroller, who told me how it was easy for us all, the principall officers, and proper for us, to labour to get into the next Parliament; and would have me to ask the Duke's letter,4 but I shall not endeavour it because it will spend much money, though I am sure I could well obtain it.    This is now 28 years that I am born.    And blessed be God, in a state of full content, and great hopes to be a happy man in all respect?, both to myself and friends.
1 Thomas, Earl of Ossory, K.G., the accomplished son of the Duke of Ormond.    Died 1680, aged forty-six.
2 The Duke of York's marriage took place September 3rd, 1660. Anne Hyde was contracted to the Duke at Breda, November 24th, 1659.
3 A tragedy, by Thomas Middleton, acted before the court at Whitehall, January 4th, 1623-4.    The plot is taken from a story in Reynolds'* " God's Revenge against Murder," book i., hist. iv.
4  Perhaps a letter of recommendation to some constituency.
